
Bulletin 3/4/20 

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

I find it hard to believe how quickly time is passing and the way 

in which the present challenging situation brings such a host of 

changes to our lives. I would therefore like to update you with 

regards to the latest developments. I’d also like to thank you for 

the community spirit, understanding and cooperation that has 

been demonstrated since the school closed its doors to the 

majority of our students.   

 

Glantaf as a Hub for the City’s Key Workers’ Children  

Since Monday, Glantaf has been turned into a hub for 8 schools in the county – Ysgol Glantaf, Ysgol 

Plasmawr, Ysgol Bro Edern (Welsh medium cluster), Bishop of Llandaff, St Teilo’s, St Illtud’s, Mary 

Immaculate, Corpus Christi (faith schools’ cluster) – a hub that offers childcare to the children of key 

workers and to vulnerable children. We’d like to offer our sincere thanks to all the staff at Ysgol Glantaf 

as well as our co-workers in the aforementioned schools for their contribution to the running of the 

hub during the last few weeks and for the weeks to come. Although the hub is for a small number of 

key workers, who have no access to alternative childcare arrangements, the staff working there must 

follow protocols and procedures, which require their dedication and professionalism. I am extremely 

proud of them and am grateful for the willingness shown to support the hub so that the battle against 

COVID-19 can continue, even during the Easter holidays.  

On behalf of us all, I would also like to offer our sincere thanks and appreciation to the key workers 

themselves, and it was a privilege to form part of the campaign “Clap for the NHS” on the 26th of 

March. We’ve seen an array of rainbows appearing in windows and this campaign has gone from 

strength to strength – the staff at Glantaf have even been trying to raise our spirits as you can see 

here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cymrufyw/52089891 

 

Learning through ‘Classrooms’ 

The students have been busy for a fortnight now, producing a range of work, which has been set by 

their teachers. It’s good to see many pieces of work being presented so that learners can receive 

feedback on the standard of their work and the steps needed to improve. It’s difficult for the teachers 

to know exactly how much work to set through distance learning as we realise that every individual 

works at a different pace, will experience different levels of challenge when completing tasks, or 

perhaps other circumstances mean that it’s not always possible to complete work during certain 

periods of time. The aim is to see them doing their best, and completing what is practically possible 

under quite unique circumstances.  

By setting work regularly and consistently, we hope to develop learners’ skills over an unspecified 

period of time and during circumstances that are both new and unfamiliar to every one of us. We ask 

you to attempt to ensure that the learners complete work in the subjects that appear on their usual 

timetable during the school day, that they have enough breaks and that they restrict their working 

hours to their usual school hours. In such an unusual situation, there is a need to be flexible.  

The same is true of our teachers’ lives. Many of them are going through the same experiences as you 

in looking after their own children during the day or potentially caring for a member of the family who 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cymrufyw/52089891
http://www.glantaf.cymru/


may be ill. We therefore ask you to realise that it isn’t always possible for a teacher to keep to their 

usual working hours when setting and marking work. Many teachers will have to wait until their own 

children are in bed before they can start work that day. We therefore kindly ask you to ensure that 

notifications on learners’ devices are switched off every night to avoid them receiving 

work/feedback/messages until the following morning.  

https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/answer/6141557?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en 

https://support.apple.com/en-gb/guide/iphone/iph7c3d96bab/ios 

https://support.google.com/android/answer/9079661?hl=en-GB 

If the student is experiencing difficulty with the class codes needed to join different classes, the 

information is available on the Google Classroom for each year group. If you experience other 

problems you should email cymorthtg@glantaf.cymru 

 

The Easter Holidays 

The usual Easter holidays will be between the afternoon of Friday the 3rd of April until the morning of 

Monday the 20th of April. There is no expectation for learners to work during this period of holiday 

and we will not set work for them to complete. Perhaps some departments will make suggestions 

such as watching programmes on S4C, Clickview or iPlayer or they may set light and fun challenges to 

complete over Twitter (@Ysgol_Glantaf @cymraegglantaf @BYG_Gtaf @Glantaf7 @AGglantafPE 

@GlantafPEmerch). You don’t have to have a Twitter account to see the messages.  

Easter is a time for you to spend with your family if circumstances allow – to do some gardening, clean 

the house, learn to cook, play board games, read a book, talk, share Easter eggs or anything else that 

is possible while adhering to the restrictions of self-isolation. The teachers will, however, continue to 

support learners in the hub at Glantaf during the holidays. The provisions provided by Cardiff Council 

will change for pupils who receive Free School Meals during the holidays - a message explaining the 

changes was sent yesterday by Mr Pugh. 

 

Examinations for Year 10,11,12 and 13 

We understand that this has been a cause for concern for all students who were about to undertake 

examinations across the country. By now, we understand that no exams will take place in summer 

2020. This decision has raised a number of questions surrounding how the learners will receive their 

grades. We don’t have all the answers, but this is what we do know. The most recent information is 

available here https://qualificationswales.org/english/coronavirus---covid-19/ 

Year 11 and 13 

The final grades for GCSE and A Level will be awarded on the basis of a number of factors such as the 

general grade every learner would typically have earned at the end of the course, their performance 

in a range of classroom and external assessments, their general commitment to their studies and their 

ability in the subject.   

In light of this, year 11 and 13 need to continue to present work that is set for them. We will continue 

to complete the courses with learners over the coming weeks.  
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Year 12  

All Year 12 learners will receive an AS grade. The grade awarded will be based on a range of 
evidence, including teacher assessed grades, and will not contribute to A level results in 2021.  

During summer 2021, year 12 learners will have two choices when it comes to the accredited A 
Level. Either: 
 

i) choose to sit the A2 units only, meaning that the A Level will be awarded on the 
basis of performance in these units only, or  

ii) choose to sit AS units as well as their A2 units.  

Whichever option a learner chooses, they will be awarded the best grade from either route. 

In light of this, year 12 need to continue to present work that is set for them. We will continue to 

complete the courses with learners over the coming weeks in order to prepare them fully for the 

continuation of year 13 studies. 

Bl10 

Year 10 learners who were due to sit units that will lead to GCSE results next summer, will not 
receive a unit result.  

These learners will have two choices. Either 

i) only sit the units they plan to take in the summer of 2021, with their overall GCSE grade 
calculated on the basis of that performance only or  

ii) sit the Year 10 units in summer 2021, along with Year 11 units.  

Whichever option a learner chooses, they will be awarded the best grade from either route. 

 

Emotional and Wellbeing Support  

This is a challenging time for many children and young people, as it is for us as adults. It’s also an 
unusual time where they’re unable to rely on a familiar routine, unable to go out to play, unable to 
see friends, unable to partake in their favourite leisure activity. We’d like to reassure you and the 
learners that we are here as a school to support you, always. Speak to your child to give them the 
opportunity to voice their concerns and their fears. The way in which they will see this situation will 
be unique to them and it’s important to listen and talk and to try to help bring some order to the world 
during these problematic days. The media provide us with comprehensive and important information, 
however, this information can lead to confusion and worry for people unless given the chance to 
process it.  

Every learner can access the pastoral support of their Wellbeing and Progress Leader through both 
email and Google Classrooms. The Twitter account @LlesYsgolGlant1 also offers information about 
wellbeing and mental health issues with links to websites such as organisations and charities.  

We’ve seen a rise in the popularity of apps such as Zoom and Houseparty during the last few weeks – 
digital platforms for people to see each other and talk face to face. Encouraging learners to socialise 
through these mediums, in addition to WhatsApp or the phone, would be a way for them to keep in 
touch with their friends and peers whether to share ideas about work or to socialise and share 
experiences. Nobody is alone.  



Welsh Ethos  

A number of Glantaf’s learners are in the privileged position of being able to speak and to practise 
Welsh daily in their homes here in Cardiff, but this isn’t the case for the vast majority of the school’s 
learners.  These students’ only connection with Welsh is through the school – their peers and their 
teachers. Encourage your children to watch S4C, listen to Radio Cymru, read articles on websites 
(www.bbc.co.uk/cymrufyw , www.golwg360.cymru , www.lysh.cymru to name a few), read books and 
– most importantly – to communicate with their friends through the medium of Welsh.  

 

News 

To close, as a school we would like to extend our congratulations to our deputy – Dr Rhodri Thomas – 
who has been appointed as the head of Ysgol Gyfun Penweddig in Aberystwyth. He will be starting his 
job there in September. His contribution to the school and its success has been significant and the 
school community will miss him greatly. It is strange to think that neither Dr Thomas or I will be here 
in Glantaf from September onwards but the new head, Mr Matthew Evans, will receive the support of 
an established and capable Leadership Team, and he can then make plans to appoint a new deputy 
head for January 2021.  

I extend my best wishes to everyone over Easter. Although this is a time of concern and sadness for 
many, we can still find many examples of people supporting each other by communicating in creative 
and inventive ways, raising each other’s hopes, amusing each other and learning together. In the midst 
of such activity and experiences, we see the true meaning of both citizenship and education.  

Alun Davies and the Staff at Glantaf 
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